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Learning Objectives: 

1. Describe the AOA’s federal and state policy focus areas;  
2. Examine how state and federal legislative proposals could impact the osteopathic 

medical profession; and 
3. Illustrate how physician advocacy affects legislative outcomes. 

 



 
2020 Federal and State 
Legislative Outlook 
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2019 Federal Legislative Accomplishments   

Issue Advocacy/Partnership  Result  
Increasing the federal minimum 
age to purchase tobacco. 

AOA partnered with 14 specialty 
osteopathic associations: AAO, 
ACOEP, ACOFP, ACOI, ACONP, 
ACOOG, ACOP, ACOS, 
AOAAM, AOAO, AOASM, 
AOCA, AOCD, and AOCR. 

Signed into Law by the 
President in December, 2019.  
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2020 Federal Priorities 

FEDERAL 
• Strengthening Physician Workforce 
• Access & Affordability 
• Regulatory Reform 
• Entitlement Reform 
• Public Health 
• FY 2021 Funding Priorities 
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2019/2020 Federal Ongoing Efforts 

Issue Advocacy/Partnership  Result  
Teaching Health Center 
Graduate Medical Education 
(THCGME) 

Partnered with 23 state 
osteopathic affiliates on letters 
to their Members of Congress. 

Added 33 co-sponsors.   
Reauthorized through May 
2020. 

Surprise Medical Billing Partnered with 29 state 
osteopathic affiliates on letters 
to their Senators. 

Ongoing efforts to include 
“arbitration.” 

Prior Authorization Targeted partnership with 8 state 
osteopathic affiliates on letters 
to their House of Representative 
in W&M. 

Added 5 co-sponsors. 
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• Launched the Osteopathic Advocacy Network 

• Over 8,000 letters and social media posts 

sent to Capitol Hill in 2019 

• 45 Advocacy Alerts sent to AOA Members 

• Non-members included in certain emails and 

advocacy alerts to demonstrate member 

value 

• Launched the first Specialty Fly-in 

We also… 

• Partnered with 10 state affiliates to launch 

grassroots efforts at the state level since 

2019! 

 

3800 

1400 

510 

THCGME 

Surprise Billing 

Prior Authorization 

Federal Advocacy Analytics 

Top three federal advocacy alerts in 2019 
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2020 State Priorities 
STATE 
• Scope of Practice & New Licensure Types 
• Osteopathic Equivalency and Recognition 
• Truth in Advertising 
• Physician Workforce 
• Telemedicine 
• Prescription Drug Misuse, Abuse & Diversion 
• Access & Affordability  
• Interstate Medical Licensure Compact  
• Public Health 
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2019/2020 State Efforts 

Issue Advocacy/Partnership  Result  
Scope Expansions: 
Optometrists & 
Psychologists  

Arkansas & Hawaii 
Affiliates 

Bill passed but ballot initiative 
underway (AR); bill defeated 
(HI) (both 2019) 

Physician Assistant (PA) 
Independent Practice  

Hawaii, Oklahoma & Maine 
Affiliates  

2019 bill defeated (HI); 2020 
bills under consideration (OK & 
ME) 

New Licensure Types: 
Assistant Physician (AP) & 
Doctor of Medical Science 
(DMS) 

Arizona, Tennessee & New 
Hampshire (APs); 
Tennessee (DMS) 

All Tennessee & New 
Hampshire bills defeated (2019); 
Arizona bill amended to study 
AP issue (under consideration in 
2020) 

Osteopathic Medical 
Boards 

Oklahoma & Maine 
Affiliates 

5-year reauth in OK (2019); 
under consideration in ME 
(2020) 
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2020 State Grassroots Tracking 



13 

2019 State 
Grassroots 

Scope Expansion – HB 1251, 
removes certain limitations for 
optometrists to preform 
surgery on eye 

Arkansas 

Scope Expansion – HB 1097, 
expands prescriptive authority for 
APRNs 

Indiana 

Scope Expansion – LD 1660 & 1648, 
expands scope of practice for PAs 

Maine 

Scope Expansion – HB 810, would 
create a new class of healthcare 
professionals known as Graduate 
Physicians 
 

Tennessee 

Surprise Billing– Federal legislation, 
attempts to address surprise billing, 
but leaves the physician without an 
appeals process 
 

New Jersey 

Surprise Billing– HB 4459 & 4460, 
attempts to address surprise billing, 
but leaves the physicians without an 
appeals process 

Michigan 
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2020 State 
Grassroots 

Scope Expansion – HB 
2419, establishes a new 
class of licensure, 
Assistant Physician (AP) 

Arizona 

Scope Expansion – HB 
607, grants independent 
practice for APRNs and 
PAs 

Florida 

Scope Expansion – HB 
613, expand the scope 
of APRNs after 3,600 
practice hours 

Mississippi 

Prior Authorization – SB 
612, streamlines the 
prior-authorization 
process 

Michigan 
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2020 State Grassroots Alert (FL) 
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2020 State Grassroots Alert (AZ) 
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Advocating for the Profession Back Home 
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Get involved at 
 

www.osteopathic.org/grassroots 

Osteopathic Advocacy Network 
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Advocating for the Profession 

Sen. Patrick Toomey 
(R-PA) 

Democratic 
National 

Convention 

House Minority Whip  
Rep. Steve Scalise 

(R-LA-1) 

Rep. Dwight Evans 
(D-PA-3) 
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2020 Congressional Calendar 
■ Both chambers in session   ■ Senate only in session   ■ House only in session 
 

January* February March April 

May June July August 

September October November December 

President’s Day Recess 
• February 17–21  
• Encourage advocates to build a 

relationship with district staff 
• Meeting to be held in district office 
 

 
 
Easter/Passover Recess 
• April 6–17 
• DO Day Follow-up 
• Encourage representative to visit 

advocate’s place of work, known as 
a “site-visit” 

• Continue to build relationship and 
trust with the staff 
 

 Memorial Day Recess 
• May 25–29  
• May 22 - funding Deadline for 

THCGME and other programs 
• Potential legislative asks on surprise 

billing 
 
August Recess 
• August 10–28  
• Encourage all OAN members to 

attend town halls 
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2020 DO Day on Capitol Hill 
Agenda 

DO Day on Capitol Hill will take place Monday, 
March 30 and Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

SUNDAY 
8 AM: SOMA Convention 

3 PM: BEL Update 

4 PM: AOA/OPAC Update 

MONDAY 
2 PM: Check-in & Reg. 

3 PM: Issue Briefings 

4 PM: Advocacy Training 

7 PM: SOMA Reception   

TUESDAY 
7 AM: Welcome Intro 

7:30 AM: Keynote 

8 AM: Issue Recap 

9 AM: March to Hill 
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Potential 2020 DO Day Topics 

DO Day 
“Asks?” 

S. 1191/H.R. 2815 

Personal 
Stories 

OMP 
Report 

•  A fair process for independent 

dispute resolutions with the ability 

to bundle claims 

• Stronger network adequacy 

requirements for insurers.  

• Incorporate actual billed charges 

Surprise Billing 

Reauthorize the THCGME 
Program 

THCGME 

Education of Osteopathic Medicine 
 

Osteopathic 
Medicine 



Discussion & 
Questions 

John-Michael Villarama 
Senior Director, Congressional Affairs and 
Affiliate Engagement 
jvillarama@osteopathic.org 
 
Raine Richards, JD 
Director, State Government Affairs 
rrichards@osteopathic.org 
 
Sean Neal 
Director, OPAC & Grassroots 
sneal@osteopathic.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jvillarama@osteopathic.org
mailto:rrichards@osteopathic.org
mailto:sneal@osteopathic.org


Thank You! 
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